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KAMALA 0. H ARRIS 
Attorney General of Californ ia 
DIA 11 SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
GREGORY T US 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 200659 

1515 C lay Street, 20 th Floor 
Post Office Box 70550 
Oakland, California 94612-05 50 
Te lepho ne: (5 10) 622 -2143 
Facs imil e: (5 10) 622-2270 

Allorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTS BOARD 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case o. LA 20 13-14 

CHRISTOPHER IAN GUSTARD 
5145 Providence Road 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464 

ACCUSATION 

Landscape Architect License No. LA 4882, 

Respondent. 

Comp lai nant Douglas R. McCaul ey a ll eges: 

PARTIES 

Complainant brings this accusat io n so le ly in his officia l capac ity as the Executive I. 

Officer of the Landscape Architec ts Technical Committee of the Ca lifornia Architects Board 

(Board), Department of Consumer Affairs. 

On or about December 17. 2003. the Board issued Landscape Archi te ct License 2. 

umber LA 4882 to respondent Christopher Jan Gustard. This landscape architect license 

expired on December 31, 2013, and has not been renewed. 

.JURISDICTION 

Th is accusat io n is brought before the Board for the Landscape Architects 3. 

Techni ca l Comm ittee under the authority of the fo ll owing laws. AII secti on refe rence s are to the 
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Business and Pro fessions Code unless otherw ise indi cated. 

4. Section 118, subdivision (b), states: 

"The suspensi o n, expirat io n. o r forfeiture by o peration o f law of a licen se issued by a 

board in the d epartment, or its suspens ion, forfeiture. or ca nce llati o n by o rder of the boa rd o r by 

order of a court o f law, or its surrender withou t the written co nse nt o f the board , sha ll not, durin g 

any period in which it may be renewed, restored , re iss ued, o r reinstated. deprive the board of its 

a uth o rity to institute o r continue a d isc ipl inary proceed ing aga inst the licensee upon any ground 

provided by Jaw o r to enter an order suspend ing or re voking the lice nse o r o therwise taking 

di sc iplinary act ion against the licensee on any such ground. " 

5. Section 5629 states in part: 


"T he board shall prosecute all perso ns guilty of vio latin g the provisions of this chapte r.'· 


6. Section 5676 states: 


·' A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction followi ng a plea o f no lo contendere mad e to a 

charge of a felony is deeme d to be a conviction within the meaning of thi s article. The board may 

order the li ce nse suspended or revoked , or ma y decline to issue a license, when the time for 

appea l ha s e lap se d, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal o r when an order 

grantin g pro bation is made suspending the impos itio n o f se ntence, irrespec tiv e of a subsequent 

order under the provi sio ns of Section 1203.4 of the Pe na l Code a llowing such person to withdraw 

his o r he r plea of gu ilty and to enter a plea of not g uilt y, or setting aside the verdict of g uilty, or 

di smissing the accusation, information o r ind ictment." 

7. California Code of Regulati ons, titl e 16, sectio n 2655, states: 

"For the purpose of denial, suspen s io n, o r revocation o f the lice nse of a landscape 

archi tect pursuant to Division 1.5 (commencin g w ith Sec tion 4 75) o f the Business and 

Professions Code, a crime or act shall be considered substanti a lly rela ted to the qualifications , 

funct io ns, and duti es of a landscape architect if to a subs ta nti al degree it evidence s present o r 

potential unfitn ess of a landscape arch itect to perform the functi ons authorized by his or her 

license in a manner consistent with the public hea lth , safe ty, o r we lfa re. Such crimes or acts shall 

inc lude , but not be limited to, the following: 
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"(a) Any violation of the provisions o f Chapter 3.5 of Division 3 of the Business and 

Professions Code." 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

8. Section 490, subdivision (a), states: 

" In add it ion to any other action that a board is permi tted to take against a li censee, a board 

may suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the licensee has been convicted of a c rime, if 

the crime is substantiall y re lated to the q ua lificat ions, funct io ns, o r duti es of the business or 

profession for wh ich the license was issued." 

9. Section 5675 states: 

"The conviction of a fe lo ny in connection w ith the practice of landscape architecture 

constitutes a ground for discipli nary action. The record of a conv iction shall be conclusive 

evidence thereof.'' 

COST RECOVERY 

10. Section 125.3, subdivision (a), states: 


"Except as o therwise provided by law, in any order issued in resolution of a disciplinary 


proceeding before any board within the department or before the Osteopathic Medica l Board, 

upo n request of the entity bringing the proceedings, the administrative law judge may d irect a 

li centiate fo und to have committed a vio lation or vio latio ns of the li censing act to pay a sum not 

to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigati on and enforcement of the case." 

CAUSE FOR DISC IPLI NE 
Conviction 

Business and Professions Cod e sections 490, subdivision (a), and 5675 

Respondent has subjected his landscape architect license to discipline for beingII. 

convicted of a c rime. (Bus. & Prof. Code, §§ 490, subd. (a), 5675.) 

On March 12, 2012, in United States ofAmerica v. Christopher Ian Custard, 12. 

United States District Court, Southern District of Cal ifornia, Case No. 11 C R 1838-BEN, 

respondent pled gu ilty to distribution of images of chi ldren engaged in sexual ly expli cit conduct 

(18 U.S.C. 2252(a)(2)(B)), a felony. His sentence included 120 months· imprisonment and the 

requirement to register as a sex offender. 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters alleged in this 

accusation, and that following the hearing, the Board issues a decision: 

I. Revoking or suspend ing Landscape Architect License Number LA 4882 issued to 

respondent Christopher Jan Gustard; 

2. Ordering respondent Christopher Jan Gustard, to pay the Board the reasonable 

costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case under Business and Professions Code 

section 125.3; and 

..., 

.). Taking such other and fu rther action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: s I I \ ( ) s 

DOUGLA R. McCAULEY I

Executive Officer 
Landscape Architects Technical Committee 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 

SF20 15900288 

90507182.doc 
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